
Bar president enjoys going after ‘bad guys’
By Josh Molina
Staff Writer 

From his second-story office across the street 
from the Santa Barbara County Courthouse, 
Michael Denver is an attorney who goes after 
the “bad guys” in suits. 

Denver, president of the Santa Barbara 
County Bar Association, practices complex 
business litigation in which he conducts jail 
house interviews with white collar convicted 
criminals.

“I am on the right side of things,” Denver 
said. “I am representing people who have been 
abused and taken advantage of by people who 
should know better.”

Denver specializes in business and partner-
ship disputes, class actions, insurance coverage 
and securities.

Among his most prominent cases was a 
massive, $125 million Ponzi scheme with 1,300 
victims, many of them in the Tri-Counties. 

Two men allegedly sold investors automated 
teller machines that often didn’t exist.

Investors paid between $12,000 and $19,800 
per ATM. Over a 15-year span, they promised 
that investor money would purchase ATMs 
that would generate at least 20 percent annual 
returns.

Most of the 30,000 or so ATMs that were 
sold never existed. Instead, payouts to investors 
were made by finding new investors to fund the 
pyramid scheme. Denver went after City Na-
tional Bank, claiming that someone was either 
in on the scheme or extremely negligent.

“There’s usually some manager or officer 
trying to make a little extra cake.”

The financial institutions often know some-

thing about these schemes, he said.
“I don’t sue someone unless I believe there’s 

enough evidence to prove they were in on it,” 
Denver said.

In a previous Business Times story, City 
National declined to comment. The two men 
behind the scheme, a 75- and 77-year-old, are 
serving nine- and 10-year sentences, respec-
tively, after pleading guilty to conspiracy, two 
counts of mail fraud and one count of wire 
fraud. Those are the types of cases that Denver 
works on, ones that take, on average, about 
three years.

Although his cases span the nation, he has 
somewhat of a niche in Santa Barbara as a law-
yer who focuses on those cases.

Denver works for the law firm Hollister & 
Brace, which was started by William Brace and 
Robert Angle and J.J. Hollister 50 years ago.

Hollister was one of the first lawyers in Santa 
Barbara to become a certified specialist in 
family law.

Today, Hollister & Brace consists of a dozen 
attorneys offering a comprehensive range of le-
gal services in state and federal courts through-
out the United States.

The firm’s practice areas are diverse, includ-
ing litigation, business and tax planning, fam-
ily law, natural resource law and real property 
law.

In his role as president of the bar, Denver 
said attorneys are dealing with budget cuts and 
the best ways to preserve funds for people who 
don’t have the economic wealth to represent 
themselves in court. 

He said people in all walks of life, whether it 
be family or employee law, often choose not to 
take a matter to court, or find legal representa-

tion to defend themselves, because they don’t 
have the economic means to do so.

The bar association, he said, spends much of 
its time figuring out a way to advocate for those 
who are less fortunate.

WRONGFUL CONDUCT CLAIMS

Dana Kopper, managing director of Lock-
ton Companies, will give a talk titled “Rising 
Trends in D&O Liability:  A 20-Year High with 
Continuing Focus on Individual Culpability.”

Legal claims for wrongful conduct against 
public and private companies, their directors, 
and their senior executive officers have reached 
an all-time high, according to the CPA/Law 
Society.

This trend is continuing in 2017 and is on 
pace to break 2016 numbers. Changes in mar-
ket conditions, the regulatory environment, 
and general public awareness have helped 
contribute to a greater number of shareholders, 
government agencies, and even the companies 
themselves taking action against companies’ 
leadership when business goes south. 

Kopper will speak on the legal issues driv-
ing these trends; responsive risk management 
strategies; and non-insurance and insurance 
techniques designed to enhance both organiza-
tional and personal asset protection. 

The event is from noon to 1:30 p.m. May 26 
at the Spanish Hills Country Club, 999 Crest-
view Ave. in Camarillo.

For more information, call (805) 267-6547 or 
email lrathje@lockton.com

• Contact Joshua Molina at jmolina@pacbiz-
times.com.
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